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eLibrary Science has three main search options: Natural Language, Boolean Searching and 
Topic Searching.  This guide will focus on topic searching.  The following tips were designed 
to provide you with special hints and information, to optimize your searching experience on 
eLibrary Science.   
 

TOPIC SEARCHING 
Topic Search works much like Web topic searches, but with the following advantages: 

 It lists the most commonly researched fields of Science 

 It‟s faster because all Topic Tree terms link right to the content in our own database 

 We constantly update the database with the most recent search queries  

 You have access to Editor‟s Choice Web sites that have been hand selected by our editor‟s. 
 
Hint: You can search for multiple topics, such as “Aviation OR Space.”  (Don‟t use commas or semicolons). 
 

BROWSE THE TOPIC TREE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOPIC TREE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The name 
“Topic Tree” 
means that 

the topic and 
subtopics are 

connected 
like limbs of a 

tree. 

To use topic search, 
click on the  
„Topic‟ Tab 

Search for a topic 
by entering your 
word or phrase 
and clicking on 

Search. 

Or click on a topic 

group heading to be 
forwarded to a more 

detailed list of 
related subtopics. 

Intermediate 
subtopics shown 

as headings, 
relate generally to 
your search term. 

Subtopics link you 
to more detailed 
topics related to 

your search term. 

Main 
Heading 

The topic tree 
groups topics 
by common 

areas of 
Science 

Curriculum. 
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TOPIC SEARCH RESULTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEARCH WITHIN A TOPIC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEARCH THE TOPIC TREE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Topic Tree” Breadcrumb 
Navigation means that 
you can click on any 

heading and return to it.   

You may also conduct a topic 
search by entering a term in the 

search field. 
 

 

By clicking on Search 
within this topic, you 
can perform a new 

search within the topic 
of population genetics.  
An example is shown 

below. 

Documents and 
Editor‟s Choice Web 
sites retrieved with 

Topic Search  

Enter your search 
terms and click 

Search  

The focus of your 
search will be 

limited to these 
Topic Areas 
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AVAILABLE TOPIC TREES FOR PERIODIC TABLE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOPIC RESULTS FOR PERIODIC TABLES 
 

List of Topic Trees that match 
your search term: Periodic 

Table.  You may select any topic 
within the tree to further search 

or browse that area.  From there, 
you will be taken directly to a list 
of documents and/or Web sites 
or to a further branch within the 

topic tree. 

List of Results for 
Periodic Tables 


