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SIRS & eLibrary | Content and Tools 

Supporting Successful Student Research 
 

eLibrary connects students and educators to more than 2,500 full-text magazines, newspapers, e-books, 

and transcripts—plus millions of pictures, maps, websites, and streaming audio/video files. 

 

Most secondary schools conduct formal research projects each Spring and/or Fall. Each of these projects is 

designed to teach the research process, provide in-depth knowledge of a significant curriculum 

topic/issue, and develop student computer and Internet literacy—21st Century literacy and skills.  

 

Since these projects involve a considerable amount of classroom and library time, teachers and librarians 

are always open to strategies that will save students time in searching, organizing and analyzing 

information critically, and writing and presentation of what they have learned. 

 

SIRS Issues Researcher and eLibrary provide the perfect 21st Century research solution for both students 

and teachers. Each has the content and tools that that helps teachers, librarians, and students accomplish 

the educational goals for formal research projects: 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIRS Issues Researcher 
 

1. Maximizing Time on Task – Providing one-stop easy access to editorially selected content that 

includes a variety of media types that are relevant and authoritative. Time saved in finding and working 

with information means more time for learning.  

 
 SIRS editors have created a collection of more than 300 current and enduring issues that 

address most of the more popularly assigned formal research topics in secondary schools. Each 

Leading Issue includes editorially selected and continually updated articles and multimedia. Content 

provides both a global and U.S perspective. Each issue includes an overview for students to 

understand the basis for the controversy. 

1. Maximizing Time on Task – Providing one-stop easy access to editorially selected 

content that includes a variety of media types that are relevant and authoritative. Time 

saved in finding and working with information means more time for learning.  

 

2. Integrating Critical Thinking Processes – Tools within both eLibrary and SIRS that 

students and teachers can use to ensure that research results in generating original 

thought, not just re-writes of encyclopedic information on the assigned topic. 

 

3. Organizing and Analyzing Information Tools – Students need support in gathering 

information, sharing with others (when appropriate), organizing it, and analyzing it as it 

applies to the topic/issue assigned. When these tools are available from within the 

information resources, this saves learning time and reinforces the student’s ability to 

think critically. 

 

4. Reporting and Presentation Tools – When students have a variety of 

presentation tools to choose from, they can share with peers what they have learned 

and help peers to learn more. 

 

5. Free Training -- Training by P21 certified trainers is provided for teachers and 

librarians to ensure that students will have the research support they need when using 

the content and tools of SIRS and/or eLibrary. 

 

http://proquestk12.com/productinfo/elibrary.shtml
http://www.proquestk12.com/demo/10/2Min_SIRS_Issues_Researcher/2Min_SIRS_Issues_Researcher.shtml
http://www.proquestk12.com/demo/10/2Min_eLibrary_CE/2Min_eLibrary_CE.shtml
http://proquestk12.com/demo/10/21st_Century_Learning/Start_Here.shtml
http://www.proquestk12.com/productinfo/pdfs/SIRSLeadingIssuesTopics_Handout.pdf
http://questioning.org/oct2010/faux.html
http://questioning.org/oct2010/faux.html
http://fno.org/feb07/topic.html
http://www.proquestk12.com/trainingsupport.shtml
http://www.p21.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=502&Itemid=187
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2. Integrating Critical Thinking Processes – Tools within both eLibrary and SIRS that students and 

teachers can use to ensure that research results in generating original thought, not just re-writes of 

encyclopedic information on the assigned topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

Essential Questions 

for each side of a 

Leading Issue 

ensures that a 

student must provide 

answers in their 

reports that include 

original thought and 

critical thinking. 

 

SIRS Visual Browse 

organizes all the Leading 

Issues into six categories to 

help students find and SEE 

contextual relationships 

among issues:  

 

 Civil Rights and 

Liberties  

 Drugs, Health and 

Wellness 

 Economics, Business, 

and Law  

 Environment and 

Science  

 School, Family, and 

Youth 

 Society and World 

Politics 

Click a category and related 

categories open with mouse 

over descriptions. 

 

http://questioning.org/oct2010/faux.html
http://fno.org/feb07/topic.html
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3. Organizing and Analyzing Information Tools – Students need support in gathering information, 

sharing with others (when appropriate), organizing it, and analyzing it as it applies to the topic/issue 

assigned. When these tools are available from within the information resources, this saves learning time 

and reinforces the student’s ability to think critically. 

 

 
 

4. Reporting and Presentation Tools – When students have a variety of presentation tools to 

choose from, they can share with peers what they have learned and help peers to learn more. 

 

Notes organizer 

works from 

within each 

issue and helps 

guide and 

organize 

copy/paste 

information for 

the report. 

 

SIRS provides a 
unique 5-step 

process for students 
with My Analysis 

tool integrated into 
the research 

process. Teachers, 

librarians, and 
students can benefit 

from the iTutor tool 
that outlines the 
critical thinking 

process. 
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5. Free Training -- Training by P21 certified trainers is provided for teachers and librarians to ensure 

that students will have the research support they need when using the content and tools of SIRS and/or 

eLibrary. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.proquestk12.com/trainingsupport.shtml
http://www.p21.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=502&Itemid=187


© 2011, ProQuest LLC Readers may duplicate as needed P a g e  |  5 

eLibrary 
 

1. Maximizing Time on Task – Providing one-stop easy access to editorially selected content that 

includes a variety of media types that are relevant and authoritative. Time saved in finding and working 

with information means more time for learning. 

 

2. Integrating Critical Thinking Processes – Tools within both eLibrary and SIRS that students and 

teachers can use to ensure that research results in generating original thought, not just re-writes of 

encyclopedic information on the assigned topic. 

 

  

 
 

 

BookCart Learning Activities (Click link for complete list)  

 

 
 

Essential Pages provide 

students with the best 

editor-selected content 

on one of 3,300 most 

popular searches of 

eLibrary. Editors 

continually update 

results and include a 

variety of media types 

including photo 

galleries and videos. 

Each topic includes an 

overview to provide 

students with a 

perspective on the topic 

before they start their 

research. 

ProQuest has created 

hundreds of BookCart 

learning activities that 

you can be copy and 

customize for specific 

student needs. 

Teachers and 

librarians can also 

create their own and 

share within the 

school or district. Each 

BookCart is a complete 

ONE-STOP learning 

activity with student 

directions and 

resources. 

http://questioning.org/oct2010/faux.html
http://fno.org/feb07/topic.html
http://www.proquestk12.com/pic/downloads/eLibModelBookcarts_CurrAreaTab.pdf
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3. Organizing and Analyzing Information Tools – Students need support in gathering information, 

sharing with others (when appropriate), organizing it, and analyzing it as it applies to the topic/issue 

assigned. When these tools are available from within the information resources, this saves learning time 

and reinforces the student’s ability to think critically. 

 

 
 

4. Reporting and Presentation Tools – When students have a variety of presentation tools to 

choose from, they can share with peers what they have learned and help peers to learn more. 

 

 
 

5. Free Training -- Training by P21 certified trainers is provided for teachers and librarians to ensure 

that students will have the research support they need when using the content and tools of SIRS and/or 

eLibrary. 

 

 See Page 4 for illustration of offerings and schedule.  

 

http://www.proquestk12.com/trainingsupport.shtml
http://www.p21.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=502&Itemid=187

